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Introduction.
The focus of the evaluation

A school self-evaluation of teaching and learning in Clonbonny N.S. was undertaken during the period (September 2013) to (June 2014). During the evaluation, teaching and learning in the following curriculum areas were evaluated:
· English
This is a report on the findings of the evaluation. 

 School context
Clonbonny N.S. is a mixed rural school on the outskirts of Athlone town. It is a catholic school but a number of non-Catholics attend the school. The school has children from the local community as well as children from town and other areas. We have a number of children attending the school who do not speak English at home. It is hard to predict the enrolment from year to year but there is an average of 15 pupils per class. We currently have 108 children on roll with 4 mainstream teachers and 20 hours of a learning support teacher and 22.5 hours of a resource teacher.
2. The findings
The following findings were made from our school self- evaluation of September 2013- June 2014.
The children’s scores in the standardised testing are within the norms for the national average in numeracy and literacy. We have identified writing in English as an area in need of improvement in literacy. We did interview schedules with the teacher and the teachers issued questionnaires to the pupils. Questionnaires were also issued to the parents. After much deliberation and discussion among the teachers we decided on writing as the area for improvement in next year’s school improvement plan. The evidence from the pupils written work, the pupil and parent questionnaires and the teacher interview schedules and checklists backed up the decision to concentrate on writing for the 2014/2015 school year. Having collated all evidence and studying the S.S.E. guidelines we have decided to concentrate on writing, to place more emphasis on free writing and to be mindful of pupil’s engagement and enjoyment of writing in our school improvement plan.
3. Progress made on previously identified improvement targets
Paired Reading and Buddy reading initiatives have helped to foster a greater love of reading. A scaffolded integrated reading approach in the class with the teacher modeling good reading has shown a good improvement reading .
4. Summary of school self-evaluation findings 

4.1 One of the main strengths of Clonbonny school is that we have good teachers, good resources and hardworking students.
4.2 The following areas are prioritised for improvement
Writing in the English curriculum.

· How to plan a story and that the story has a good beginning, middle and ending. Story structure needs improvement.
· Spelling of common words is weak with some pupils.
· Better use of adjectives and descriptive language. The pupils are inclined to over-use common words
· Children editing their own work, self-correcting and re-drafting.

· In the junior end of the school more emphasis on using a broader range of words in their writing.
· Capital letters, full stops and spacing and letter formation (tall and small letters) to be concentrated on in the junior end of the school.

· Some parents felt they should get more feedback about their child’s writing.

· Promote more writing for enjoyment.
